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CORNWALLIS EXHIBITION HALL UPDATE

The refurbishment of the Cornwallis Cattle Building is well under way, with the smart new cladding now visible to visitors to the Kent Showground at Detling.

George Jessel, DL, Chairman of the Board of Directors said, “the new building which we are going to name ‘The Cornwallis Exhibition Hall’ is on target to host its first event at the end of March; this new building should enhance the extensive facilities already on the site.  The building is on budget and the construction company Abbotts are working well with the grounds team at the Showground to ensure that the entire operation is as streamlined as possible”.

The Cornwallis Hall is set to be an indoor equine arena for the weekend of 26th & 27th March 2011.  The Kent Game and Equine Fair run by Contour Exhibitions and Events features an exciting line up of stars, with top international show jumpers Graham and Tina Fletcher.  The arena programme also includes a Pony Club Horse & Hound challenge and a stallion parade.

The refurbishment of the building has converted a twenty eight year old, earth floored barn into a modern conference, entertainment and exhibition centre. The Hall has a clear span exhibition space of over 1,700 sq metres measuring 36m by 48m with a ridge height of 7m and an eaves height of 3.6m. There is a viewing gallery and at the far end a cargo door to admit HGV lorries.  The entire space is fully lit has under floor cabling and is fitted with modern communication technologies. There is commercial kitchen space capable for catering for up to 1,000 people. The new building has full disabled access, including a platform lift to the first floor meeting rooms and business centre and ample lavatory accommodation, including disabled and baby change facilities.
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The Kent Event Centre is by far the largest Conference and Event Centre in the County, the new venue at Bluewater will provide 1,300sqm less space when completed.  Roger Moore, Executive Manager said “we are competitively priced and the new building refurbishment will put us in an even stronger market position. We are delivering an affordable Conference and Event solution for businesses in the South East”.
Our unique selling point is our size and location, between two major motorways and within 50mins car/train from London. We have in excess of 200 acres of outdoor space and a private woodland at organisers disposal. We also offer onsite parking for up to 30,000 cars.
Photo attached of the Board of Directors outside the Cornwallis Hall
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George Jessel, DL - Chairman

Mary Anthony, Anthony Curwen, Roz Day, Roger Moore - Executive Manager, Kevin Attwood, Nigel Gerrett – Project Manager, John Coultrip, Abbots Construction personnel.
For further information please contact Gill Collins, Press & Marketing Officer on 01622 633054 or email: press@kentshowground.co.uk or Alison Wallington on 01622 633059 or alison@kentshowground.co.uk
